
Keeping the Holidays Fun and Safe for our Dogs

It’s here! The snow, the cold, and the festive time of year we’ve been waiting for. We
attend parties, go shopping, have friends and family to our homes, and travel. It seems
like we never have enough time to get everything done. But wait….our dogs are in the
midst of all this!

To keep both humans and dogs happy and stress free, here are a few tips that you
might find helpful.

1) Guests arriving mean open doors. Keep your dog safe by placing him in a
crate, keeping him on leash, or make use of baby gates to prevent access to the
front door.

2) Wrapping gifts equals scissors, tape, bows and ribbons, and paper. All can be
enticing to a dog. Please keep all of these items out of reach. Plan on using one
room for gifts and wrapping, the door can be closed and your dog will not be
tempted.

3) Christmas trees with ornaments and lights are also very tempting for your dog.
Consider the use of baby gates to prevent your dog’s access to the room.

4) Holidays mean an abundance of food. We humans might be able to handle the
fancy appetizers, the eggnog, candy and desserts, but our dog’s digestive system
is not made to handle such items. Although pleading eyes may tell you
otherwise. Keep to your dog’s regular diet as much as possible; his digestive
system will appreciate it.

5) Last year the grandchild may not have been walking. This year she is moving
around and heading towards your dog! Not all dogs appreciate a toddler
around their face or bothering them if they are lying down. Always supervise
children and dogs.

6) Chocolate is poisonous to dogs, as are Poinsettias. If at any time that you
suspect your dog has ingested a toxic item please call the ASPCA National
Poison Hotline 888 426 4435.

7) Time is short this time of year; there is so much to do! Our dogs do not
understand what all the commotion is about. Make time in your busy day for
your dog, an extra walk, a longer grooming session, or a game of fetch, an
extra special stuffed Kong. Anything your dog enjoys doing with you; make
time for in your busy schedule. Your dog will appreciate the time spent with
you…and the old saying is still true ‘A tired dog is a good dog’. 

Have a wonderful and safe Holiday Season
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